OS                     The Facts About Shakespeare

the most fruitful methods which have been employed,
and the sorts of evidence available.

Of purely external evidence, the chief kinds are these:
records of the performance of plays in letters, diaries,
accounts, and the like; quotation, allusion, imitation,
or parody in other works; entries in the books of the
Master of the Revels at Court, and in the Register of
the Stationers3 Company; dates on the title-pages of
the plays themselves; facts and traditions about the
life of the author; dates in the lives of actors and in
the careers of companies known to have performed the
plays, and in the histories of theaters in which they
were presented. Instances of some of these are the
manuscript which tells of a performance of The Comedy
of Errors at Gray's Inn in 1594; the diary of the quack,
Dr. Simon Forman, who witnessed performances of
Macbeth, Cymbeline, and The Winter's Tale at the
Globe in 1610 and 1611; the appreciation of Shake-
speare, with a list of a dozen plays by him, in the Pal-
ladu Tamia1 of Francis Meres, 1598; and the pam-
phlets on Somers's voyage to Virginia, which offered
suggestions for The Tempest

Partly external and partly internal are the evidences
derived from allusions in the plays to current events,
personal or political, such as the reference in the
Prologue to Henry V to the expedition of Essex
to Ireland in 1599; references to other books, like the
quotation from Marlowe in As Few Like It, DDL v, 82;
1 See Appendix A, 13.